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WCJ 2020 Educational Sessions 
In Alphabetical Order 
As of January 21, 2020 

 
BUT I’M YOUR KEEPER, SISTER: THE CHALLENGE OF PROVIDING WOMAN TO 
WOMAN MENTORING IN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Officer Charemi Jones, Ph.D.. - Chicago Police Department 
 
The presentation explores the importance of developing and planning a successful mentorship 
program. The objectives of this lecture are based on interactive discussion designed to: identify 
the importance of woman to woman mentoring in criminal justice, identify the importance of 
developing and planning a mentoring relationship despite the aspiration for an organic 
relationship, identify why woman to woman mentoring is sometimes a challenging process, and 
identify why woman to woman mentoring is sometimes a challenging process  
 
 
EFFECTIVE SOCIAL MEDIA 
Sergeant Traci Lillard - Illinois State Police 
 
Social media helps humanize police departments by allowing them to connect and converse with 
the general public, but more importantly, it provides a platform for police officers to share 
multiple types of information quickly and respond to tips from civilians. Participants will 
understand how a successful social media manager for a major police organization utilizes social 
media in law enforcement with the most effective one being humor. The use of photos, quick 
wit, ridiculous hashtags, and interesting conversation starters have grown the presenter’s social 
media following from a few to several hundred thousand. 
 
 
FINACIAL STABILITY – ARE YOU PREPARED? 
 
From the probationary police officer to the Chief or Sheriff, personal finance is important to 
ensure you are prepared for present day and the future. This session is guided by a financial 
expert that will give participants an overview of how to become more secure financially.  
 
 
HIGH RISK PATROL OPERATIONS 
Deputy Chief Edward Mohn – Winthrop Harbor Police Department 
 
It is vitally important that patrol officers have basic tactical knowledge, awareness and skill sets 
when performing high risk patrol operations. These situations typically result in mutual aid units 
from multiple agencies arriving on scene and working together. Attendees will receive an 
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overview of foundational knowledge and tactical skills necessary to safely manage these types of 
incidents.  
 
 
HUMAN FACTORS IN FORCE ENCOUNTERS  
Steve Dillulo – VirTra 
 
Force science is the application of unbiased scientific principles and processes in repetitive 
physical experiments designed to determine the true nature of suspect provocation and officer 
response (action-reaction dynamics). The goal of this session is to encourage law enforcement 
professionals to apply the important concepts revealed in this research when investigating, 
reconstructing, recalling or otherwise analyzing a use of force. The integration of this informa-
tion has been proven to enhance the accuracy and thoroughness of decisions made relative to 
behavior and performance during the incident. 
 
 
ISLAM IN AMERICA: SHATTERING THE MYTHS 
Sarah Shendy - Ohio Attorney General's Office 
 
Islam in America: Shattering the Myths 
The Middle Eastern culture is growing in the United States and has a presence in our 
communities across the country. In order to maintain positive public relations with all facets of 
our societies, law enforcement officers, case workers, mental health professionals, as well as 
other disciplines are encouraged to obtain knowledge and awareness about the people they serve 
and work with. Whether a professional is on an enforcement encounter or walking the local 
shopping mall, understanding and practicing mutual respect with the public helps to increase 
police legitimacy and develop positive relationships with other agencies. The goal of this class is 
to educate fellow attendees on understanding some of the common myths and misconceptions 
associated with the Middle Eastern culture. Attendees will be given tools to help them do their 
job more effectively and in a safe yet respectful manner. 
 
 
LEGAL UPDATES AND THE IMPACT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT 
Kelly Griffith – ILETSB 
Lorinda Lamken J.D. – Illinois State’s Attorney Appellate Prosecutor  
 
More information coming soon! 
 
 
MENTAL OFFICER SAFETY  
Sergeant Jason Boesdorfer – Sangamon County Sheriff’s Office 
 
For decades, the stigma has been that law enforcement officers are expected to be mentally 
bulletproof and immune to mental disorders like depression, anxiety, and PTSD. In reality, the 
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rigors of the profession itself set us up for just those things. This has led to more officers dying 
annually by suicide than line of duty deaths.  There will be extremely personal and relatable 
examples of what a long law enforcement career will expose us to, what improper coping 
techniques can lead us to, and ways to avoid these things from happening.  The course will also 
address all aspects of physical well- being, which have a direct correlation to fighting mental 
health disorders.  He will also address the need for peer support to deal with the horrific things 
law enforcement officers are exposed to, and how peers can watch for signs of trouble. 
 
 
NOBLESVILLE WEST MIDDELSCHOOL SHOOTING 
Deputy Chief Shannon Trump, 
Detective Michael Haskett – Noblesville Police Department 
 
The Noblesville West Middle School shooting occurred on May 25, 2018, in Noblesville, 
Indiana when a 13-year-old student entered a classroom in Noblesville Middle School West and 
opened fire on students. The teacher reacted and wrestled the student to the ground. The school 
resource officer responded and placed the shooter in custody. This comprehensive and insightful 
presentation will include a focus on the events leading up to and the occurrence as well as the 
intense and exhausting criminal investigation that ensued. It will include details on the critical 
elements of the initial response to the scene, multiple crime scene management and most 
importantly, lessons learned from this tragic event. The presentation will explore the dynamics of 
a juvenile offender and challenges presented to investigators as well as address the profound 
impact this event has on responding officers and the community as a whole.  
 
 
PREA – GENDER SPECIFIC CORRECTIONAL PROGRAMMING 
Patrick Keane – Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice, Director’s Office 
 
More information coming soon! 
 
 
SAFETY THROUGH MENTAL WELLNESS AND RESILIENCY 
Chief of Police Laura King – McHenry County Conservation District 
 
In this presentation, the leading cause of officer death is examined—suicide. This reality 
emphasizes the importance of taking care of your mental wellness. Learn how to take back 
control and be responsible for your health and wellness. Mental wellness will enhance your 
officer safety, agency goals, and personal satisfaction through a work-life balance. 
 
 
SEEK, BE, AND EMPOWER: MENTORING AND WOMEN IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
Sergeant. Roger Callese Ed.D.,  
Detective Kariann Schuster,  
Commander Ryan Rodriguez – Round lake Beach Police Department 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noblesville,_Indiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noblesville,_Indiana
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Mentorship is a relationship in which a more experienced or more knowledgeable person helps to 
guide a less experienced or less knowledgeable person. It consists of a long-term relationship 
focused on supporting the growth and development of the mentee. The mentor becomes a source 
of wisdom, teaching, and support. This session will present original research on why and how 
mentoring should be leveraged to resolve ambiguity and address the many challenges faced by 
women in criminal justice. Women in criminal justice professions have excelled in every 
specialty and at all levels of command; mentoring is one key to success that should be sought, 
embraced, and empowered. This presentation is the result of original action research that is 
intended to better understand how things are happening, rather than merely what is happening, 
and to understand the ways that stakeholders perceive, interpret, and respond to events related to 
the issued investigated. The hope is that it results will enhance decision-making, promote 
reflection and self-assessment, and instill a commitment to continuous improvement. Purposeful 
sampling was utilized to select women presently employed in criminal justice professions. 
Participants completed written surveys and an interview consisting of semi-structured questions 
related to this topic. Results, conclusions, and recommendations will be presented. 
 
 
SOLO OFFICER RESPONSE 
Deputy Chief of Police Edward Mohn – Winthrop Harbor Police Department 
 
Rapid Deployment/Immediate Action is the swift and immediate deployment of law enforcement 
resources to an ongoing, life-threatening “Active Shooter” type of situation. These situations 
require immediate action and the rapid deployment of patrol officers. Failure to act could have 
catastrophic consequences resulting in death and/or great bodily harm to innocent people. These 
incidents may also necessitate the immediate and rapid deployment of patrol personnel to contain 
and prevent the escape of an armed and dangerous offender, or rescue a downed officer and/or 
civilian. Attendees will receive an overview of the specialized tactical skill sets and strategic 
understanding to be able to respond to and mitigate an active shooter situation when forced to do 
so alone.  
 
 
TRAUMA AND THE BRAIN: A TRAUMA INFORMED APPROACH TO VIOLENT 
CRIME VICTIM INTERVIEW 
Officer Candi Buhl – Canton Police Department;  
Cordelia Coppleson J.D. - Office of the Illinois Attorney General 
 
In order to better respond to the difficulties victims face when reporting their violent crime, a 
basic understanding of how the brain responds when a person is exposed to a traumatic situation 
is crucial.  The biology of trauma is well documented and helps provide a framework for 
understanding of how the body responds during a traumatic event. We will look at indicators of 
trauma in people such as: self-harm, self-medicating with drugs and alcohol, shame, fear and 
self-blaming. We will focus on how the brain records memory when in traumatic situations and 
how those memories can impose hurdles on investigators who are not trauma informed. Issues 
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surrounding fight, flight and freeze will be explored, as well as how this may impact the victim.  
Finally, we will provide best practices as to how to successfully conduct interviews with 
individuals who have fragmented trauma memories. These interviews are crucial for insuring 
that accurate and detailed information is learned even when the victim has difficulty accessing 
the memories of the event because of their brain chemistry.  Non- linear interviews and other 
approaches will be discussed while delving into this immensely useful topic. Case studies will be 
used to demonstrate the effect trauma has on the brain. 
 
 
VIDEO EVIDENCE AND VISUAL PERCEPTION: CHALLENGES FOR THE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
Laura Scarry – DeAno & Scarry LLC 
 
Today, hundreds of law enforcement agencies utilize video equipment in some form: outfitting 
officers with body-worn cameras, installing mobile-audio devices in squad cars, and obtaining 
video footage from residential or commercial surveillance systems to assist investigators in 
criminal investigations. Often, video footage becomes the centerpiece of an investigation, 
whether in the prosecution of a criminal suspect or the determination of wrongdoing by an 
officer during an administrative investigation, civil rights litigation or criminal prosecution. 
Surprisingly, many agencies and their investigators examine video without having a basic 
understanding of human factors which often becomes relevant during investigations of officer-
involved shootings or other critical incidents. Indeed, in many cases video footage may not be 
representative of the involved officer’s perception. This presentation offers a fun, safe, and 
engaging environment to provide a very basic overview of the shortcomings officers have as 
human beings when it comes to their perception during high-stress critical incidents. 
 
 
WISHED WE WOULD HAVE KNOWN 
Detective Sergeant Mary Ogden – Rockford Police Department 
 
The Lethality Assessment Program developed by Dr. J. Campbell is an evidence based tool for 
first responders to assist in determining the level of danger, and to provide resources, information 
and safety planning to survivors of intimate partner violence.  Discussion will include 
achievements and setbacks experienced in Winnebago County, and offer solutions to effectively 
prepare, implement and sustain this prevention strategy.  The Lethality Assessment Program will 
significantly improve your community’s response to violence and open your eyes to what you 
didn’t know.   
 
 
WOMEN INVOLVEMENT INTO TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS: ROLES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
Niyazi Ekici Ph.D., Christopher Bitner D.P.A. - Western Illinois University (WIU); 
Halil Akbas, Ph.D. Troy University 
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Group dynamics, solidarity among group members, and violent activity are some of the common 
traits of terrorist organizations. The methods and dynamics of terror involvement can enhance 
our understanding of terrorist groups where the secrecy and dangerousness are the major 
obstacles for in depth research. This study will first focus on the initial contact of women into 
terrorist groups by providing two ideologically and organizationally distinct terrorist 
organizations from the Middle East. In addition, other empirical examples from leftist and 
rightist terrorist groups around the world will be discussed. Studying various terrorist groups’ 
tactics for female involvement, it was seen that terrorist organizations target certain groups and 
individuals for recruitment based on their characteristics; however, the major criterion for 
recruitment was found to be the potential recruit’s ideological commitment. Gender, although it 
can not be generalized, is not an inclusion criteria however religiously motivated terrorists 
groups are less likely to recruit females except for suicide missions, leftist terrorist groups are 
more likely to balance the gender distribution inside the organization. In most leftist terrorist 
groups, sexual attractiveness of female members was seen to be used for adding new members 
into their lines. Women terrorists in the leftist terror groups were able to take higher ranks and 
responsibilities inside the organization compared to religiously motivated (Islamic) groups. 
 
 
UAVS TACTICAL RESPONSE AND TACTICS 
Chad Sperry – Western Illinois University GIS Center  
 
Unmanned aerial vehicles or drones have been an integral part of military operations, 
engineering and construction, and in the past decade public safety operations. What was once 
considered a trend or an anomaly, has positioned itself at the core of innovative response needs 
to assist public safety personnel—from fire response emergencies, search and rescue responses, 
accident reconstruction, locating person(s), distributing resources to uninhabitable areas. Most 
agree forms of UAVs or drones are now a necessity for agencies. The hidden jewel, the 
undiscovered talent are women operators who are at the helm of emergency operations in public 
safety sectors. A growing number of women lead specialized units, delegate responsibilities, and 
are drone operators in public safety. 
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